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have already been given for a great extension of creches and
kindergartens, and in a few years more schools wiU be
needed. The whole education equipment,, in spite of great
efforts, is still utterly inadequate for the present number of
children. And yet the government chooses this moment to
introduce the anti-abortion law, and so to ensure that a
large amount of labour will be diverted from housing and
other urgent needs to the building of more creches, schools,
kindergartens, rest-homes, hospitals, etc., and to the pro-
vision of more teachers, doctors, and nurses.
The solution of the Moscow housing problem is a gigantic
task; they are endeavouring in one generation to raise an
Asiatic standard of housing to the latest and best European
standard; and that at a time when the population of the
U.S.S.R. is increasing by about three and a half million
persons per annum. Fortunately for the Mossoviet, their
problem is simplified by the fact that the population of
Moscow is not to be allowed to increase beyond a maximum
of five million.
In order to judge of the size of this task let us consider the
position in England. In England we need a total of about
ten million houses; we are building at present something
over 300,000 each year, or say 3 per cent of our total ulti-
mate need. As we already have a large proportion of good
houses and as the number of families is not likely to increase
substantially, it may reasonably be estimated that another
three million houses would put things right; that is to say,
another ten years5 building at the present rate would provide
a decent house for every family. But in fact, everybody
knows that this will not happen. In the first place, there are
a large number of families in the country who cannot afford
to pay the rent of a decent new house. In the second place,
it is safe to say that the present rate of building will not be
maintained for ten years; the present building boom will
collapse in a year or two; thereafter the rate of building will
be very much less. I do not wish to underrate our post-war
housing effort, which in many ways has been a fine one; but
there is still a long way to go before we shall have housed
our poorer families satisfactorily, and our purpose is in-
secure; there is a conflict between those who want decent
houses for the lower-paid workers at all costs, and those who
believe that we cannot afford them.
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